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Production 


World  wool  production  in  1969  (including  the  1969-70  season  in  the  South- 
ern Hemisphere)  is  estimated  at  6,230  million  pounds,  greasy  basis— exceeding 
the  1968  high  of  6,228  million  by  2  million  pounds. 

Virtually  all  of  the  major  producing  countries  in  the  world,  except  for 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Turkey,  expect  their  production  to  be  down  from 
the  previous  season.    The  new  highs  estimated  for  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
Turkey,  Iran,  Iraq,  and  Morocco  were  enough  to  offset  the  smaller  clips  ex- 
pected in  the  United  States,  the  USSR,  Argentina,  Uruguay,  South  Africa,  the 
United  Kingdom,  Bulgaria,  Romania,  Yugoslavia,  India,  and  Pakistan.    A  com- 
bination of  factors—such  as  forced  slaughter  caused  by  last  season's  drought 
conditions,  above  normal  death  loss  resulting  from  a  severe  winter,  and  con- 
tinued poor  grower  returns  for  crossbred  and  coarse  type  wools— contributed 
to  the  smaller  increase  this  season  compared  to  the  3*5  percent  increase  last 
year. 

North  America. — Production  in  this  region  continues  to  decline.  Wool  pro 
duction  for  1969  is  estimated  at  217  million  pounds,  compared  with  230  million 
in  1968  and  the  1961-65  annual  average  of  301  million.  Production  in  all  coun 
tries  registered  declines  from  1968  levels. 

U.S.  wool  production  in  1969  is  estimated  at  200  million  pounds  (includ- 
ing pulled  wool,  greasy  basis),  5.9  percent  below  the  1968  figure  of  213  mil- 
lion.   This  is  the  ninth  consecutive  year  of  declining  wool  production  in  the 
United  States  due  to  the  sharp  downward  trend  in  sheep  numbers.    The  first 
estimate  of  the  1969  clip  of  shorn  wool  was  placed  at  167  million  pounds,  down 
6  percent  from  the  previous  season's  figure  of  178  million  for  shorn  wool. 

South  America.— Production  has  declined  for  the  third  consecutive  year. 
The  1969  forecast  is  tentatively  placed  at  788  million  pounds,  compared  with 
792  million  in  1968,  795  million  in  1967,  and  8ll  million  in  196k.    All  major 
producers  expect  smaller  1969  clips,  except  Brazil. 


Wool:    Production  in  selected  countries,  greasy  basis, 
average  1961-65,  annual  1966-69  l/ 
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Wool:    Production  in  selected  countries,  greasy  basis, 
average  1961-65,  annual  1966-69  l/ 


.   (Continued) 

:  Average     :  T  i  :  2/ 

 Country  :  I96I-65    :  1966       :  1967       :  1968       \  1969 

:  Million  Million  Million  Million  Million 

:  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds 
Asia:  : 

Iran  :  39.7  In.  9  1*2.3  U3.0  1+3. 7 

Iraq  :  23. 0  28.0  28.0  29.0  30. 0 

Turkey  :  93.9  97.0  101. 1+  103.6  105.8 

Syrian  Arab  Republic  :  20. 7  33. 1  30. 0  28.0  28. 0 

India  :  76.2  80.0  81.6  81. 6  79. 1* 

Japan  :  3.3  1.2  0.9  0.7  0.5 

Pakistan  :  33.2  1*0.0  1*4.0  U6.0  1*5.0 

Other  :  205.5  235.5  237-5  239-5  2l*1.5 

Total  Asia  ;  *»95-5  5  5  6.7  5  65-7  5  71. ^  573-9 

Oceania :  : 

Australia  :  1,720.5  1,762.3  1,769-7  1,938.7  1,997-7 

New  Zealand  :  628.1*  709.I*  728.3  731.7  735-0 

Total  Oceania  ;4:  2,31*8.9  2,1*71.7  2,1*98.0  2,670.1*  2,732.7 

Total  World  :  5,756.2  5,937-5  6,018.1  6,228.1  6,230.1 


1/  Includes  shorn,  pulled  wool,  and  wool  exported  on  skins,  with  the  latter  two  converted  to  a  greasy 
basis.    Wool  produced  in  the  spring  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  is  combined  with  that  produced  in  the 
season  beginning  July  1  or  October  1  of  the  same  year  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere.    2/  Preliminary. 
3/  Does  not  include  pulled  wool,    hj  Pulled  wool  converted  to  greasy  basis  using  1.7  conversion  factor. 
5/  Includes  Republic  of  South  Africa,  Lesotho,  and  South  West  Africa. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
government,  other  foreign  source  materials,  reports  of  U.S.  Agricultural  Attaches  and  Foreign  Service 
Officers,  results  of  office  research,  and  related  information. 


Wool  production  in  Argentina  is  forecast  at        million  pounds,  compared 
with  li-50  million  in  1968.    The  decline  is  expected  to  result  from  the  con- 
tinued liquidation  of  the  Lincoln  breed.    The  continued  decline  in  sheep  num- 
bers is  causing  smaller  clips  in  both  Uruguay  and  Peru.    The  drought  in  Chile, 
which  forced  additional  slaughter,  has  reduced  the  number  to  be  shorn.  In 
Brazil,  however,  production  continues  to  set  new  highs,  particularly  in  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul,  where  sheep  numbers  are  increasing. 

Europe . —Production  in  Western  Europe  is  estimated  at  U03  million  pounds, 
no  significant  change  from  the  1968  figure  of  kOk  million.    The  small  gains 
expected  in  France,  West  Germany,  Italy,  and  Spain  were  enough  to  offset  de- 
clines in  the  United  Kingdom,  Greece,  Ireland,  Portugal,  and  Norway. 

In  Eastern  Europe,  excluding  the  USSR,  production  is  expected  to  drop  to 
219  million  pounds  from  227  million  in  1968.    The  decline  is  attributed  to 
both  the  drought  in  1968,  which  forced  additional  slaughter,  and  the  pro- 
longed winter,  which  caused  above-normal  death  losses;  this  reduced  the 
number  shorn  in  Bulgaria,  Romania,  and  Yugoslavia. 
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Production  in  the  USSR  is  estimated  at  882  million  pounds,  a  drop  of  3.2 
percent  from  the  1968  high  of  911  million.    The  severe,  long  winter  halted  the 
steady  upward  trend  in  production  by  reducing  the  number  shorn  through  heavy 
death  loss  on  both  the  open  range  and  under  shelters.    Even  under  shelter,  the 
losses  mounted  because  feed  supplies  were  insufficient  for  such  an  unexpected 
prolonged  period.    The  lack  of  adequate  equipment  for  watering  stock  under  pro- 
longed freezing  temperatures  also  contributed  to  the  high  mortality  rate. 
Sheep  numbers  on  farms  as  of  July  1,  1969  totaled  125. 9  million  head,  compared 
with  138.5  million  on  the  same  date  last  year. 

Africa. --This  region's  production  is  forecast  at  kl6  million  pounds,  down 
slightly  from  the  423  million  produced  in  1968.     South  Africa  accounted  for 
the  drop  as  a  result  of  drought  again.    Production  in  this  country  is  forecast 
at  333  million  pounds,  compared  with  3^1  million  in  I968. 

Asia. --Total  production  in  1968  is  forecast  at  57^  million  pounds,  up  a 
little  from  the  preceding  year's  figure  of  571  million.     Countries  showing 
gains  include  Turkey,  Iraq,  and  Iran.    Also,  these  three  countries'  clips  are 
expected  to  set  new  highs  this  season.    Production  in  both  India  and  Pakistan 
decreased  after  showing  steady  annual  gains  for  many  years. 

Oceania. --Production  for  1969  is  forecast  at  2,733  million  pounds.  This 
is  a  2.3  percent  increase  over  2,670  million  produced  in  1968.     This  area  now 
produces  kk  percent  of  the  world's  wool,  compared  with  kl  percent  during  the 
1961-65  period. 

Production  in  New  Zealand  is  forecast  at  735  million  pounds --up  slightly 
from  the  732  million  produced  in  1968. 

The  first  forecast  for  wool  production  in  Australia  for  the  1969-70 
season  is  placed  at  1,997-7  million  pounds--up  3-0  percent  from  the  recently 
revised  1968-69  figure  of  1,938.7  million.     Sheep  numbers  on  farms  have  com- 
pletely recovered  from  the  severe  drought  effects  of  the  1965-66  season  and  set 
a  new  high  of  176.2  million  head  on  March  31>  19^9*     This  was  an  increase  of 
5.6  percent  from  the  166.9  million  head  on  farms  last  year  and  3-3  percent 
above  the  previous  1965  high  of  170.6  million  head. 

Trade 

General  improvement  in  economic  conditions  continued  in  all  the  major 
wool-consuming  countries  through  1968.     The  upturn  in  mill  activity  was  re- 
flected in  the  marked  recovery  in  the  international  trade  for  wool.     The  sharp 
upsurge  in  world  exports  reduced  somewhat  the  burdensome  level  of  accumulated 
unsold  stocks  of  crossbred  and  carpet-type  wools  from  prior  clips  in  the  major 
producer  exporting  countries.     Simultaneously,  the  larger  imports  were  utilized 
by  the  mills  in  the  major  consuming  countries  resulting  in  no  significant 
change  in  stock  carryover  in  these  countries  from  the  previous  year. 

World  exports  in  1968,  at  3,331  million  pounds- -actual  weight --were  12.5 
percent  above  the  previous  year's  level  of  2,962  million  pounds.     About  85  per- 
cent of  all  the  wool  entering  the  export  channels  of  trade  still  originates 
from  the  five  major  producing  countries  (Australia,  New  Zealand,  Argentina, 
South  Africa,  and  Uruguay)  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere.    Also,  these  same  five 
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countries  last  year  accounted  for  91  percent  of  the  absolute  increase  in  world 
exports  over  the  previous  year.    Virtually  all  of  this  wool  is  shipped  to 
countries  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere. 

World  imports  last  year  totaled  3,176  million  pounds --actual  weight. -This 
was  an  increase  of  9.5  percent  over  the  2,902  million  pounds  for  1967.  Eight 
countries  in  the  world  accounted  for  almost  85  percent  of  total  imports.  Japan 
is  the  world's  largest  importer,  followed  by  the  United  Kingdom,  the  United 
States,  France,  Italy,  West  Germany,  Belgium,  and  the  USSR.    Combined  imports 
for  these  countries  last  year  accounted  for  91  percent  of  absolute  increased 
world  imports  over  those  for  1967.    The  United  States  showed  the  largest  per- 
centage followed  by  West  Germany,  Belgium,  France,  Japan,  and  the  United 
Kingdom.     Italy's  imports  were  down  k  percent,  while  the  USSR'S  imports  were 
estimated  to  have  approximated  the  previous  year's  level. 

North  America. --This  area  is  a  net  importer  of  raw  wool,  with  all  prin- 
cipal countries  showing  gains  over  the  previous  year.    U.S.  imports  rose  to  330 
million  pounds  from  250  million  for  I967.    Larger  imports  of  duty-free  wool  of 
the  carpet  type  accounted  for  most  of  the  rise. 


South  America. --Exports  predominate  the  trade  in  this  region  with  imports 
being  insignificant  for  all  countries,  except  Colombia.    Argentina  and  Uruguay 
are  the  two  major  producer  exporters  in  this  region.    Combined  exports  for  two 
countries ^account  for  85  percent  of  this  region's  total  shipments  and  represent 
about  12  percent  of  total  world  exports.    Uruguay's  exports  last  year  were  at  a 
record,  while  Argentina's  were  exceeded  only  by  those  in  1966. 


Europe.  -  -This  area  is  the  largest  importer  in  the  world,  with  exports  of 
raw  wool,  wool  tops,  and  re-exports  of  wool  pulled  from  the  imported  pelts 
being  important  to  some  countries. 

Western  Europe's  imports  of  raw  wool  in  1968  totaled  1,715  million  pounds 
and  represented  54  percent  of  total  world  imports.    The  United  Kingdom,  France, 
Italy,  Belgium,  and  West  Germany  are  the  area's  largest  importers.    These  same 
countries  also  export  fairly  large  quantities  of  wool  tops  with  France  re- 
exporting  significant  quantities  of  raw  wool  pulled  from  imported  pelts.  Ex- 
ports from  such  countries  as  Ireland  and  Spain  were  clipped  or  pulled  from 
animals  of  domestic  origin. 

Eastern  Europe  is  a  net  importer  of  raw  wool  with  exports  being  insig- 
nificant. The  exports  from  Hungary,  Romania,  and  Yugoslavia  are  very  small. 
East  Germany,  Poland,  Czechoslovakia,  and  Yugoslavia  are  the  major  importers 
but  the  quantities  are  small. 

The  Soviet  Union  continues  to  be  a  net  importer  of  raw  wool  despite  the 
sharp  rise  in  domestic  production.    Exports  have  fluctuated  widely  in  the  past 
due  to  the  volume  of  imported  wool  reshipped  to  countries  principally  in 
Western  Europe. 

Africa. --This  region  is  a  net  exporter.    South  Africa  is  the  major  pro- 
ducer exporter  in  this  region.    This' country's  exports  represented  J. 6  percent 
of  total  world  exports  during  1968. 
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Wool  (actual  weight):    International  trade,  average  1961-65,  annual  1966-68 
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Total  Africa  3/....:  270,002  12 


1,901 
2/  86 
0 

1,937 


19,1*36 
375,960 

25,500 
1*20,  =  96 


2,610 
2/  102 
0 


2,712 


17,157 
21*9,506 

29,509 
296,172 


2,329 
2/  51*3 

 0_ 

2 


315,280 
1*2,51*9 
12,392 

0 

l+,900 
6,005 
90,735 


0 

205 
2,039 

ll+,129 

38 


21*8,050 
^5,137 
11,698 

0 

5,536 
98,653 


0 

1,550 
3,300 
7,195 

128 


290,200 
1*2,301* 
18,067 


7,1*95 
llU,i37 


1*71,861  16,1*61 


38,1*19 
79,286 
11,5'tO 
6,01*1 
11,612 


lU6,S;c 


201*,  1+32 

3^6,369 
215,61*0 
300,522 
35,357 


1*1U,  0' 


33,31*1* 
66,1*03 
9,1*60 

1*,608 
12.11U 


337 
1,587 
10 
19 
362 
21,092 
l*,264 
282 
3,907 
1,1*64 
l,2i*5 
5U,Ui6 


1,102,320 
14,11+2 
6,531* 
3,805 
5,706 
200 
12,1*9!* 
3,276 
10,1*78 
32,087 
8,8J*7 
11,1*69 
518,61*3 


139 
1,652 
10 
20 
82 

19,33'* 
1*,182 

3,772 
1,1*02 
1,076 
59,049 


182,003 
275,978 
181,720 
292,862 

9fcc>;i 
9,oUo 
7,0lU 
1*,570 
6,1*57 
200 

12,133 
3,662 

13,563 

22,959 
8,715 

12,960 

517,329 


1*77,253 


3**,632 
83,61*3 
10,130 
5,596 

19,350 
11+4,351 


100 

10 

220 

21,01*9 
l*,2O0 

8,131 

I,l60 
1*3,900 


235,883    1,730,001      216,932    1,579,053  226,381 


0 
0 
0 

l*,9l*7 
0 

3,086 
2,118 


1*,777 
46,297 
1*1,1*62 

10,255 
33,1*00 
3,307 
25,750 


0 
0 
0 

1*,592 
0 

3,300 
1,095 


5,255 
37,500 
1*2,1*00 
11,779 
36,1*58 

I*,  000 


10,151       165, 21*8 


8,987  165,101 


■I-:,    ;-      .  .  - 


61,289 


,11*2 


1*4,312 


,630 


350 
603 
1,9^5 
700 
i*i* 

3,171 
265,620 
v. 


1,080 
0 
511 
523 

5,io8 
100 

. 

....  < 


631* 
650 
1,235 


3,126 


1,057 
0 

578 
uio 

7,500 

",-21 


soc 


1,000 
pounds 

18,629 
330,1*33 

32  ,  921 
~  ~ 


0 

3,307 


204,966 
310,152 
225,830 
281,252 
29,360 


.  - 

10,669 


9,480 

17,022 
3,934 
13,970 
30,81*9 
7,770 
12,397 
51*5,831 


37,732 


1,16k  750 
25^087  6,gg3 
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Wool  (actual  weight):    International  trade,  average  1961-65,  annual  1966-68 


;  Average 
Continent                 :  1961-65 

1966 

1967 

1968  ^ 

and  country               :  ; 

:  Exports  :  Imports 

1    nrin           l  r^nri 

Exports  :  Imports 

Exports  :  Imports 

Exports  :  Imports 

,  — ,   —  ,   ,  

pounds       pounds       pounds       pounds       pounds       pounds       pounds  pounds 


3,100  19,201 


4,821  17,322 


Asia: 

Cyprus  

Iran.  

Iraq  

Israel  

Jordan.  

Lebanon  

Turkey  

Syrian  Arab  Republic 
China: 

Mainland  

Taiwan  

Afghanistan  

India  

Japan  

Korea,  Republic  of.... 

Pakistan  

Total  Asia  3/  

Oceania : 

Australia  

New  Zealand  

Total  Oceania  3/.... 

Total  World  3/5/... 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  Washed,  scoured  or  clean  basis.    3/  Includes  allowances  for  missing  data  for  countries 

shown,    4/  Includes  exports  from  South  Africa.    5/  Excludes  wool  on  skins,  re-exports  where  possible; 

imports  in  most  cases  refer  to  gross  imports. 


1,081* 

7,1+19 
9,720 
120 
298 
7,796 
10,072 
12,566 

3M52 
0 

10,369 
24,630 

880 
0 

25,57^ 
144,980 


0 

4,031 
364 

2,162 
916 

5,046 
21,340 
265 

32,118 
3,056 
0 

14,328 
520,477 
5,374 
1,320 
610,797 


6,626 
3,332 
9,000 
43 
267 
8,852 
4,010 
17,536 

42,4i4 

0 

9,976 
22,619 
800 
0 

15,840 


0 

9,369 
600 

4,010 
200 

9,137 
22,991 
500 

15,292 
11,433 
0 

17,419 

633,141 
3,353 
3,000 


6,245 
3,926 

26 

199 
14,676 
4,482 
16,127 

21,119 
38 
7,651 
19,857 
548 
0 

21,019 


0 

17,014 

4,923 
157 
10,974 
17,014 


11,017 

0 

30,756 
596,869 
4,700 
2^000 


19,883 
0 

26,170 


: 1,166,540 
553,520 


7,780  1,383,480 
1,800  623,800 


9,500  1,457,780 
1,400  453,400 


--  1,520,900 
647,400 


25,831 
647,123 
5,930 


141,320     730,445      124,913     711,524      128,985  754,667 


:  1,720,060         9,580  2,007,280       10,900  1,911, 180       10,400  2,l68,300~ 
:2, 875, 258  3,140,941  3,202,204  3,224,001  2,962,130  2,901,578  3,331,351  3,176,038 


14, 400 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  govern- 
ments, other  foreign  source  materials,  reports  of  U.S.  Agricultural  Attaches  and  Foreign  Service  Officers, 
results  of  office  research  and  related  information. 
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Asia. --This  area  is  a  net  importer  because  Japan  is  the  world's  largest 
importer.  Exports  are  important  to  such  countries  as  Pakistan,  India,  Syria, 
Lebanon,  and  Iraq. 

Japan's  imports  during  1968  set  a  new  record  at  6hJ  million  pounds.  This 
country's  imports  in  1968  accounted  for  86  percent  of  the  area  total  and  20 
percent  of  the  world  total.     Other  importers  in  this  area  include  India,  Turkey, 
Iran,  Taiwan,  and  Lebanon. 

Oceania. --The  world's  two  largest  producer  exporters  are  located  in  this 
area.    Australian  exports  in  1968  represented  U5.7  percent  of  the  world's 
total,  and  New  Zealand's  accounted  for  19 - ^  percent.     Total  shipments  from 
these  two  countries  accounted  for  65  percent  of  the  world  total. 

Consumption 

World  wool  consumption  in  I968  was  estimated  at  3,1*05  million  pounds- 
clean  basis --or  5  percent  above  the  19&7  figure  of  3>2U4  million.  However, 
the  growth  in  use  of  other  materials  in  the    wool  textile  industries  is  still 
displacing  virgin  wool.    As  a  percentate  of  all  materials  consumed  during 
I968,  virgin  wool  accounted  for  about  49  percent,  compared  with  50  percent  in 
1967  and  an  average  of  about  60  percent  during  the  195^' s.     Use  cf  re -used 
and  re-processed  wool  has  declined  faster  than  has  virgin  wool.  Man-made 
fibers  during  1968  accounted  for  almost  31  percent  of  all  materials  consumed, 
compared  with  27  percent  in  1967  and  about  12  percent  during  the  mid-195C ' s . 
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WORLD  MOHAIR  PRODUCTION  AND  TRADE 


Summary 

World  mohair  production  for  1969  is  estimated  at  56. 1  million  pounds,  down 
8.5  percent  from  the  1961-65  average  of  60.9  million  pounds.    The  downward 
trend  in  mohair  production  from  the  1965  high  of  66.  k  million  pounds  is 
attributed  to  declining  goat  numbers  on  farms  in  the  United  States,  Turkey, 
and  South  Africa,  the  three  largest  producers. 


World  exports  of  mohair  for  I968  totaled  37.5  million  pounds,  up  12  percent 
from  the  1961-65  average.     Greater  U.S.  exports  destined  mainly  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Italy  accounted  for  most  of  the  increase. 

Production 


World  mohair  production  is  expected  to  be  56. 1  million  pounds  in  I969,  com- 
pared with  58.O  million  in  I968  and  a  high  of  66.4  million  in  1965. 

Since  I966,  declining  production  in  each  of  the  three  major  producing  coun- 
tries has  accounted  for  the  continued  decrease  in  world  mohair  production. 

United  States. --Despite  its  place  as  the  world's  largest  producer  of  mohair, 
production  in  the  United  States  has  been  trending  downward  since  1965*  The 
1969  clip  was  placed  at  25. 0  million  pounds—down  h  percent  from  1968.  The 
decline  was  caused  mainly  by  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  goats  and  kids  on 
farms  in  Texas,  the  major  mohair  producing  State. 

Stocks  in  the  United  States  are  expected  to  decline  further  during  1969 
because  of  continuous  heavy  shipments.    Exports  during  the  first  seven  months 
of  1969  totaled  8.1  million  pounds,  compared  with  5-6  million  pounds  for  the 
same  period  last  year.    Stocks  at  the  beginning  of  1969  were  about  one-third 
below  the  1968  level  of  15 . 1  million  pounds. 


Table  1. --Mohair:    Production  in  specified  countries,  greasy  basis, 

1961-65  average,  annual  1966-69 


Year  l/ 

Tim*  fpfi 

States 

Turkey 

Republic 
of  South 
Africa 

Lesotho 

2/  i 

Total 

Million 

Minion 

Million 

Minion 

Mi  -Liicn 

Average : 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

29.O 

l8.5 

11.4 

2.0 

60.9 

Annual : 

29 .0 

19  •  4 

d  .  d 

05  •  2 

:  27.I 

18.5 

11.7 

2.2 

59-5 

:  26.0 

18.3 

11.2 

2.5 

58.0 

1969  3/  

25.0 

18.1 

10.5 

2-5 

56.1 

l/  In  the  United  States,  year  beginning  April  1;  Republic  of  South  Africa, 
year  beginning  July  1.    2/  Formerly  Basutoland.     3/  Estimated. 


Turkey. --The  1969  clip  is  estimated  at  18.1  million  pounds,  slightly  less  than 
the  1968  clip  of  I8.3  million  pounds.    Due  to  reduced  demand  and  consequently 
lower  prices  for  mohair  in  both  foreign  and  local  marKets,  Angora  goat  numbers 
and  mohair  production  have  been  decreasing  continuously  during  the  last  10 
years . 

Beginning  stocks  in  January  of  this  year  totaled  3-3  million  pounds.     If  local 
consumption  and  export  estimates  reach  the  expected  levels  of  11.0  million 
pounds  and  8.2  million  pounds,  respectively,  stocks  will  be  reduced  to  about 
2.2  million  pounds  during  1969. 

South  Africa. --Production  in  South  Africa  is  estimated  at  10,5  million  pounds 
for  1969. Low  prices  for  mohair  resulting  in  a  reduction  in  t,oat  numbers  and 
drought  conditions  explain  the  6.6-percent  reduction  in  mohair  production 
since  1968.     The  annual  carryover  of  stocks  is  negligible. 


Trade 


World  mohair  exports  totaled  37. 5  million  pounds  in  I966.     Greater  exports 
from  all  three  of  the  major  exporters --again  the  United  States,  Turkey,  and 
South  Africa—accounted  for  the  24-percent  increase  over  1967 . 
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Table  2. --Mohair:    Exports  from  specified  countries,  actual  weight, 

I96I-65  average,  annual  1966-68 


Year 

United 
States 

1/ 

Turkey 

Republic 
of  South 
Africa  2/ 

10  tax 

Average : 

Million 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

:  Million 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

Annual: 
1966. 

1967. 
1968. 


10.3 

10.  T 
10.3 
15.9 


10.9 

7-0 

7.1 
8.0 


12.3 
12.6 

12.9 
13.6 


33.5 

30.3 
30.3 
37.5 


l/  Clean  content.    2/  Includes  Lesotho. 


United  States . --Exceeded  only  by  the  1959  high  of  18.6  million  pounds,  exports 
of  mohair  totaling  15«9  million  pounds  in  1968  were  up  54  percent  from  the 
1967  total  of  10.3  million  pounds.    Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  totaling  9.6 
million  pounds  and  to  Italy  at  1.7  "million  pounds  accounted  for  the  increase. 
Larger  shipments  were  attributed  to  the  substantial  buildup  of  stocks  from 
prior  clips . 


Table  3* --Mohair  l/:    U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
clean  basis,  1961-65  average,  annual  1966-68 


Country  of 
destination 

Average 

1961-65  ; 

1966  : 

1967 

1968 

1,000  : 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

pounds  : 

pounds  : 

pounds  : 

pounds 

5,064 

6,828 

6,479 

9,598 

:  572 

282 

781 

1,670 

:  1,362 

1,190 

607 

1,104 

1,174 

661 

769 

1,062 

:  187 

198 

217 

502 

263 

133 

368 

484 

:  1,154 

440 

375 

310 

:  45 

212 

262 

309 

42 

95 

17 

260 

:  218 

384 

256 

222 

:  156 

203 

99 

172 

49 

41 

100 

226 

:  10,286 

10,667 

10,330 

15,919 

:  44 

45 

48 

77 

1/  Includes  other  wool-like  specialty  hair. 
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Turkey . - -Mohair  exports  during  1968  amounted  to  8.0  million  pounds.     The  major 
ouyers  in  order  of  importance  were  the  USSR,  1.9  million  pounds;  Hungary  and 
the  United  Kingdom,  1.2  million  pounds  each.     The  United  Kingdom  was  until 
1967  the  leading  buyer  of  Turkish  mohair  but  lost  its  position  to  bilateral 
agreement  countries  because  of  declining  mohair  consumption  and  increased  use 
of  artificial  fibers. 

Table  4. --Turkey:     Exports  of  mohair  by  country  of  destination, 
actual  weight,  1961-65  average,  annual  1966-68 


Country  of 
destination 

Average 
I96I-65 

:  1966 

1967  : 

1968 

• 

USSR  

Italy   : 

1,000 
pounds 

290 
657 
5,875 

JiQQ 
31+9 

:  117 
204 
178 

293 
220 

985 
208 
1,009 

:      1,000  : 
:      pounds  : 

864 

805 
1,700 

231 

657 

574 

292 

110 

949 

35 
218 

1,000 
pounds  : 

2,553 
1,241 

1,356 

265 

461 

110 

154 
373 

55 
49 

1,000 
pounds 

1,852 
1,248 
1,210 

0^:0 
617 

595 
564 

461 
352 
154 
154 

51 
68 

10,877 

6,967 

7,091 

7,974 

South  Africa. --Almost  all  of  each  season's 

clip  of  mohair 

is  exported 

as 

only  a  small  portion  is  consumed  lo~all\ .     Exports  from  the  Republic  of  South 
Africa,  including  Lesotho,  totaled  13.6  million  pounds  in  1968,  compared  with 
12.9  million  pounds  in  1967-     Greater  exports  to  Spain  during  I968  accounted 
for  most  of  the  increase. 
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Table  ^.-Republic  of  South  Africa  l/:    Exports  of  mohair  by  country 
of  destination,  actual  weight,  1961-65  average,  annual  1966-68 


Country  of 
destination 

A  voya  cro 

1961-65 

1966 

;  1967 

1968 

1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

:  pounds 

pounds 

:  6,518 

6,532 

5,510 

5,558 

:  1,518 

2,24l 

3,118 

2,794 

:  l,o75 

1,829 

1,682 

1,758 

374 

4l7 

579 

1,624 

:  533 

489 

763 

886 

469 

241 

458 

212 

990 

804 

832 

797 

12,277 

12,553 

12,942 

13,629 

l£    Includes  Lesotho. 


United  Kingdom. --The  United  Kingdom  is  not  a  producer  of  raw  mohair  and  all 
its  requirements  are  imported.    In  1968  imports  amounted  to  20.4  million 
pounds,  compared  with  l4.4  million  pounds  in  1967  and  18. 9  million  in  1966. 
Additional  imports  from  the  United  States  accounted  for  most  of  the  increase. 


Table  6. — United  Kingdom:    Total  imports  of  mohair,  actual  weight, 

I96I-65  average,  annual  1966-68 


Country 
of  origin 

Average 
1961-65 

!  1966 

!  1967 

1968 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds  ; 

1,000 
pounds 

1/22,057        l/l8,900        l/l4,400        1/20, 400 

l/    No  break -down  available  by  country  of  origin. 


Japan. --Imports  in  1968  totaling  2.9  million  pounds  were  supplied  primarily 
by  the  Republic  of  South  Africa  and  the  United  States.    The  U.S.  share 
increased  from  0.8  million  in  1967  to  1.3  million  in  1968.    The  increase  was 
attributed  to  comparatively  lower  prices  in  the  United  States. 
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Tdble  7. --Japan:     Imports  of  mohair  by  country  of  origin, 
actual  weight,  1961-65  average,  annual  1966-68 


Country 
of  origin 

:  Average 
:  I96I-65 

1966 

:       1967  ! 

1968 

1,000 
:  pounds 

:  1,922 
:  1,662 
:  450 
:  216 

1,000 
pounds 

2,297 
1,102 

29 
k 

1,000 
pounds 

l,lh6 
827 

1,000 
pounds 

1,565 
1,329 
36 

^,250 

3,^32 

2,573 

2,932 
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